[Patentability of living material: public health concerns (1/2)].
A TOPICAL SUBJECT: The patentability of living material provokes debate in the scientific and medical world, but also concerns the political and legal circles. REGARDING PATENTS: Laws govern intellectual property rights and patients. There are contradictory arguments advanced by those who are in favour or who are opposed to patents, and particular problems related to the patenting of living organisms, particularly since the progress made in genomic research. ESSENTIAL PUBLIC HEALTH REQUIREMENTS: It is important to underline the limits imposed by the protection of intellectual property, regarding the access by all to any progress issued from research. The provisions must be widened in order to bypass the patents, when the health and nutrition of populations are at stake. It is essential to come to the universal accessibility, particularly in developing countries, to all innovations and that all knowledge be shared.